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May 14, 2003

Dear Council,

Rural accessible transportation is a key element in several policy initiatives for Alberta Health, Alberta Seniors, Alberta Childrens Services, Alberta Learning and Alberta Community Development. Accessible transportation is the “missing link” for these policies. At present, local rural municipalities are responsible to develop such transportation services.

Access Calgary, a division of Calgary Transit, has initiated discussion of transportation issues involved when rural residents require accessible transportation to services within Calgary’s municipal limits. This discussion group has grown to encompass ten municipalities outside of Calgary. Discussions have identified similar problems across the revised Health /Children Services Region 3 area. In response, we have proposed cooperation between numerous community transportation stakeholders to develop a sustainable transportation model in the Calgary region  (Region Three). 

Our next step is to confirm municipal interest in these discussions. We request Council’s consideration of an “endorsement in principle,” approving participation in this committee and / or appointing a representative to attend meetings.  If your council is considering rural / urban accessible transportation issues in your community, we believe you will benefit from participation in these discussions.

Attached are terms of reference developed at the suggestion of Councillor Maureen Wills of Cochrane. All documents (minutes, resources, etc) developed to date are available at:  www.rockyviewbus.ca /ruti.  

We look forward to working with your community.

Sincerely,
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Paul Siller

Interim Chairman

Rural / Urban Transportation Issues 

Cell: 703-7020

RURAL/URBAN TRANSPORTATION ISSUES

Terms of Reference

Purpose

The committee is an Ad Hoc group for communication and cooperation between community transportation stakeholders to develop a sustainable transportation model in the region  (Region Three). These stakeholders include:

· Municipalities

· Regional authorities

· Existing service providers

· Interest groups and organizations

· Public and passengers

Scope

· Geographic region extending approximately the boundaries of Regional Health Authority 3

· People made dependant on others due to mobility issues

· People traveling to local or to major urban centres  in / near the region

Focus

The group will focus activities on:

· Advising municipalities on service delivery.

· Advise province and municipalities of funding requirements.

· Coordination of opportunities and transportation effort.

· Promote education, safety, and security of passenger.

· Public education of community transportation benefits.

Policy Guidelines

We will reference the following provincial and federal strategies:

· Alberta Health: Long Term Care Review Report (Broda Report)

· Alberta Community Development: Alberta Disability Strategy

· Alberta Seniors: Alberta’s Healthy Aging and Seniors Wellness Strategic Framework

· Alberta Transportation: Living in the Community

· Transport Canada: Straight Ahead - A Vision for Transportation in Canada

Activities

· Develop consensus of values and priorities

· Analyze community’s transportation needs (assessment)

· Identify resources / gaps:

· Financial/Capital/Human

· Create mission statement

· Develop strategic plan

· Long-range goals

· Short-term objectives

Operational Considerations

· The chairman will set agenda prior to the meeting.

· Sub-committees may be struck as needed.

· Decisions shall be made by consensus, if possible. In the event of lack of consensus, decisions shall be made by a simple majority vote of members in attendance. 

· If a vote is required: one vote per person with a maximum of three votes for any single group.

· Any member with fiduciary interest shall declare that interest and withdraw from any vote concerning that item.

Further information:  Paul Siller, Interim Chairman  
(403) 948-2887  
manager@rockyviewbus.ca

RURAL/URBAN TRANSPORTATION ISSUES

Background Notes
Document Archive:

As documents become available they will be posted to:

www.rockyviewbus.ca /ruti
Preliminary Participants (by organization)

· Alberta Transportation

· Big Hill Senior Citizens Activities Society (Cochrane Handibus)

· Calgary Health Region – Airdrie Health Centre

· Calgary Transit/ Access Calgary

· City of Airdrie - Transit

· Dreams Inc.

· MD of Big Horn – FCSS

· MD of Foot Hills – FCSS

· MD of Rocky View – FCSS

· Rocky View Regional Handibus Society

· Town of Chestermere – FCSS

· Town of Cochrane

· Town of Cochrane FCSS – Western Rocky View Region

· Town of Crossfield

· Town of Strathmore – FCSS

Contact Information: 

Please forward all correspondence regarding rural/urban transportation issues in care of:

Rhandi L. Tyssen
Secretary to the Manager
Accessible Transportation Services
Calgary Transit
Mail Code: 170 SG, 3rd Floor Spring Gardens
928 32 AV NE

Calgary AB
Tel: 537-7933  

Fax: 537-7922
Email: rtyssen@gov.calgary.ab.ca
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